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Local timber companies

By Kayla Peche

The logging industry has a rich listory in
Comell, but some don’t realize that rich his
tory 1s preserved by two compantes working
closely together today — Mule-Hide Products
and Chippewa River Forest Management
(CRFM)

We're the sole supplier of wood chips for
Mule-Hide, which is a big responsibility.”
said Ken Melntyre, owner of CRFM and
Lakes States Timber

Melntyre began CRFM in 2006 with his
partner, Stuart Smith. At this ime, CRFM
used a mobile wood chipper that would cut
i the woods, and bring the chips directly to
the mill

“Stuart provided the mitial financial back
bone,” Mclntyre said. “My job was to run
the day-to-day operations.”

In 2009, Smith passed away, but Mclntyre
purchased the remaining

50 percent, now
owning the company. CRFM supplied the
Comell mill with wood chips since the *90s,
but that year McIntyre said “things began to
change.™

Mule-Hide updated their defibrator, a ma-
chine that mechanijcally grinds wood chips

Dung the winter months, Chippewa River Forest

down into fiber. The new unit is sensitive

the small sawdust sized particles: “

pins and
fines.”

At the same time in 2009, MciIntvre in
stalled a chipper in the industrial park mn
Comell to be closer to Mule-Hide. th

mill. From there, the chip plant could s

the chips for Mule-Hide and screen t

nem oe-
fore they were delivered
“We put the chip plant in Comne

to mimmize that distance to

market,” Mclntyre said. “The further away
you go, the higher the trucking cost.™

A couple years later, the second major
shift came for Mule-Hide and CRFM. McIn-
tyre said Mule-Hide thought they could run
“more efficiently and consistently™ if they
used 100 percent Aspen in their process
Mule-Hide also wanted the bark content
down because bark becomes “sludge™ waste
in the process

“We decided to start chipping 100 percent
Aspen derived from roundwood downtoa 4
in, top diameter,” Mclntyre said. “This
meant no more whole tree chipping m the
woods, but rather bringing in Aspen round-
wood to the chip plant and chipping it en

Management collects a large

umber of roundwood, which is used during the slow harvesting months. The
lr:)adar :afes the logs to the chipper to be cut and screened, then hauled to the

the Cornell of
(715
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ATE: SAT., DECEMBER 13, 2014
. COURTESY AUTO & TRUCK CENTER
~ TIME: 4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

 from WAXX will be here 1o help Courtesy Auto present the
checks 1o our organmizations:
Closet * Greenwood Food Pantry

Clark County Humane Society
ekend Backpack Program

preserve heritage together

r the wood is chi d, the pieces are pushed onto the conveyer, where a
gf:;net pulls metal frz?'ne:he chips. The chips are then put throug_h sufters;él\:s:
take out the pins and fines (inset) or other qnwanted m_ams. Chlppewat .
Forest Management (CRFM) built a wood chipper plant in Cornell to Ct:hc:ot
to the primary mill. Mule-Hide Products, Cornell, and CRFM work tolgep erhc;
update and improve their companies. (Photo by Kayla Peche

themselves
Meclntyre said Lake States is “like a shock
absorber” for CREM. When the market eases
and supplies from other loggers are more
available, the Lake States crew shifts out of
Aspen into other tree species to sell to mills.
Mule-Hide is CRFM and Lake States pri-
mary market. but other mills, such as PCA
in Tomahawk, a corrugated medium mill,
and Marshfield Door System, Inc., in Marsh-
field, buy from them. ‘
“Mule-Hide has been a terrific partner for
1d we appreciate their business
very much,” Mclntyre said

1 this process, while continu-

metal or

v competiive

many vears

The two companies continue to work to-
ndowners,

gether, as Mclntyre says there's a project in
heir sales and harvesting wood -

the works for 2016 that could possibly add
chip volume for Cornell. He said the project
1s “definitely a go,” but they have to see how
the economics “shake out™ to see if it still
makes sense.

Melntyre said his favorite thing about his
Job is working with everyone as a team.

“They’re all bright people who care a lot
about their jobs and are good at them.”
Mclntyre said. “1 appreciate what | have and

I wouldn't get very far without them.”
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2014 Christmas Lighting Contest

The Cadott Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring
a Christmas Lighting Contest for the
Village of Cadott and the surrounding area

Recognition will be given to the top entries in the
village and rural categories of lighting and scenery.
Anyone interested in competing, are asked to
complete the entry form and return it to the
Cadott Chamber of Commerce,

P.0. Box 84, Cadolt, W1 54727
Email: info@cadottchamber.org + Fax: 715-289-4595

¥ to directly collect the wood chipped

“My job is to make sure they (Mule-Hide)
never run out,” Mclntyre said. “So far they
never have. That's parm of the reason why I
started Lake States Timber, so 1'd have ac-
cess to standing Aspen, regardless of what
the overall aspen market 1s doing.”

Lake States Timber has three in-house
semi trucks to haul the wood, with two to
three contract haulers for the
company. The company can
haul wood that is used for
wood chips; but can also har-
vest and haul wood for other
uses, making a profit for 4
<

<
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Deadiine for submitting forms is Dec. 3, 2014
C Judging will be Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014. Resultawill be 5
C48-2¢

Development published in the Dec. 18, Courier Sentinel

2014 Cadott Chamber of Commerce
C - Christmas Lighting Contest Entry Form

good Time

Off Hwy, 29, Thorp, W1
6£60.5517
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Pease submit by Dec. 3, 2014, kv Dec. 10, 2014, judging
Submit to: Cacto Cramber of Commerce, PO Box 84, Cacolt, W1 54727




